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The picnic mat, designed from 24 re-used Tetra Pak 



© Latin Sisters Design Productions, Amsterdam 2006 
Alle rechten voorbehouden. 
Niets uit deze uitgave mag worden verveelvoudigd, opgeslagen in 
geautomatiseerde gegevensbestanden, of openbaar gemaakt, in enige 
vorm of op enige wijze, zonder voorafgaande schriftelijke toestemming 
van de eigenaar.  

 

This exhibition was made possible with the kind support of:
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The exhibition van recycling tot re-design took place from 14th to 17th September 
2006 in the old tram remise ‘De Hallen’ in Oud West. This exhibition was organized 
and produced by Latin Sisters Design Productions and made possible thanks to 
Stadsdeel Oud West, Cultuur Fonds Oud West, Tetra Pak, and the support of NH ho-
tels and Café de Origen.
The exhibition was part of the program design route of the magazine ‘’Elle wonen’’ 
Inside Design Amsterdam 2006.

summary
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goals of the exhibition
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In Van recycling tot re-design exhibition Lsdp and Stadsdeel Oud-West presented the 
first results of the one-year journey of this project with the neighborhood where we cre-
ated time and space to reflect about garbage and had FUN doing that together. One of 
the main goals of this exhibition was to continue inviting people to take ownership of 
a daily ‘problem’ -such as garbage– using a new perspective. In groups, we inspired 
people to reflect on the topic and start to take it over in a proactive way. 

 Through the four days of exhibition we reached the following goals:

· Show the results of the one-year project and open up a dialogue about the 
subjects related to garbage and waste in Amsterdam. Within the workshops we re-
ceived feedback from professionals in different disciplines and their participation 
enriched peoples views and opinions around this subject. 

· By putting the exhibition ‘’van recycling tot redesign’’ in the Amsterdam design 
route (Amsterdam Inside Design) we went beyond the local borders and showed the 
project in a well-known design event. This became also a source of inspiration for all 
those who were involved in the project, the local people, the municipality, designers, 
artist, tourists and people from other parts of the Netherlands that were very enthusias-
tic and happy to know that this is happening somewhere in Amsterdam.
           (See some of the reactions in conclusions)

· Work together with Stadsdeel Oud-West to bring the possibility to show one of 
their projects to a larger public, and to have a place in the design map of this route in 
Amsterdam. (See map attached)

· Attract different audiences, people, companies and institutions, and bring them 
together through the activities organized during the exhibition. One example is the 
‘Recycling Music event’.

goals of the exhibition



To make this exhibition happen, Lsdp designed with its working team the distribution 
area and display for the exhibition within De Hallen. Based on the design the exhibi-
tion was set up. Preparation and activities were done with two weeks in advance of the 
event, since it was needed to clean up the space and make it suitable for an exhibi-
tion. Stadsdeel Oud-West supported our activities by providing contacts and person-
nel. Anita Schothans and Sarah van Mourik Broekman were our main contacts and 
supported our requests through out the set up and exhibition. 

During the preparations, we were introduced to the neighbors of De Hallen. We ex-
plained our work and the content, and also invited them to the exhibition and party. 
Some of them reacted in a very enthusiastic way, but unfortunately the next-door 
neighbors of the building, far from being welcome, they seemed to be constantly ir-
ritated by our presence.
Although we were careful to not cause too much noise, -and we proposed different so-
lutions and alternatives together with our sponsors- whatever we did seemed to bother 
them. We understand the reasons of the ‘echo’ because of the acoustics of the build-
ing, but we do not justify the actions taken by them to rejudice our events. 
We were confronted with an ‘intolerant’ situation and as paradox at the same moment 
that we were working on this exhibition and project which one of the main objectives 
is to improve relations between neighbors and bring people together in a proactive 
attitude.
We will not go to much into detail about this, but we feel that this situation influenced 
the promotion activities that Stadsdeel Oud-West compromised to do and were not 
effective, and this situation also affected our sponsors.

Despite of these unfortunate events, we are very satisfied with the fact that many vol-
unteered in different activities in the set up and during the exhibition.

van re-cycling 
tot re-design 
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The exhibition was divided in three areas:

Lounge Area, 
This was the area where visitors were invited to relax, taste coffee from our sponsor 
Café de Origen and enjoy the video about Oud-West, its people and their opinion 
about the neighborhood.
Film:
A film with all the phases of the project: research, interviews, workshops and result 
products, was constantly projected in this part of the exhibition.

Workshop Area.
In this area we set up working tables, tools, and a wide range of recycled materials, 
which people could use to design and make products. During the exhibition every day 
people sat down and made products in this workshops. Participants were all the time 
assessed by designers.
In this area of the exhibition we displayed clean waste material collected by people all 
through out the project period (since February 2006) sorted out by materials. This was 
a source of inspiration for people and other designers. 

Exhibition area
Here Lsdp built up a structure suitable to display the line of ‘designed products’ result 
of the project. Also display podiums were available for the products that were de-
signed by the visitors within the workshops. 

content of the exhibition 
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Activities
During the exhibition we organized two activities, where we could generate reflection 
and get feedback from the public about the project in a relaxed and fun atmosphere.

Brain Storm Challenge
This activity took place on Saturday 16th of September. We invited people from dif-
ferent professional and cultural backgrounds including people who had participated 
in the workshops in Oud-West. Around 25 people attended. Within the invited guests 
Yvonne Lammers (wethouder van Milieu en Cultuur van Oud-West) opened the event. 
Participants working in teams had the opportunity to communicate their point of view 
around the garbage issues in their neighborhoods. Also they participated in the design 
process of new potential products.

Recycling Music
Lsdp designed and presented during the exhibition the recycling music concept, 
where a group of people guided by a ‘key’ rhythm start spontaneously making music 
with instruments that were previously made from waste materials.
 
In the morning of September 16th, around 15 people (students, and kids with parents) 
were busy designing instruments with recycled materials. The designed drums, guitars 
and flutes were later used in the evening for the recycling music event. 
During this event we created the first LSDP single (listen to attached CD) based on 
percussion from Uruguayan rhythms (candombe). In this event people played a pecu-
liar set of improvised drums, with the lyrics of Lua (a 12 years old girl that was inspired 
by the project), mixed by the great DJ Sjam and with the professional assistance of the 
DJ Amsterdam school.

We expected around 100 people to the party, unfortunately only half were present, 
and we think this was due to the fact that the promotion efforts should’ve been more 
consistent and focused. 
Again despite of these inconveniences we organized a great party, people were enthu-
siastic and participative.  

content of the exhibition 
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Facts & numbers

Visitors

The exhibition had around 550 visitors amongst which there were workshop partici-

pants with their families and friends, neighbors, many students from primary schools, 

design students and diverse visitors and professionals who were following the design 

route.

Volunteers

We were very satisfied to see that many people signed up as a volunteer for this 

exhibition. The exhibition was possible thanks to 15 volunteers that have active partici-

pated in all the process and activities of the exhibition. (See ‘’Special Thanks’’)

Press

As agreed, for this project Stadsedeel Oud-West was in charge of promotion and com-

munication about the event. According to their information the press release was sent 

to a list of around 30 communication offices of newspapers, websites, magazines etc. 

Information about the Van recycling tot Re-design project and exhibition was pub-

lished in:

Newspaper and Magazines
-Elle Wonen Magazine 
-Het Parool

Websites (via Oud-West promotion):
www.oudwest.amsterdam.nl

Websites (via lsdp promotion):
www.lsdp.nl
www.ddid.nl
www.cultuurnet.nl
www.insidedesign.nl
www.knoopoudwest.nl
http://campus.io.tudelft.nl (IO nieuwsbrief week 36)
d4s.blogspot.com/2006/09/van-recycling-tot-re-design.html
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Conclusions

The Exhibition Van Recycling tot Re-design has been a big success in many ways. At 
first we thought this event would be the ‘close up’ of a series of workshops in Oud-
West but the exhibition opened up many opportunities and offered many elements to 
reflect on.

Working in a project for Stadsdeel Oud-West in Amsterdam has been very enriching. 
During this past year we have exchanged our ‘insight’ with many people and with this 
exhibition we wanted to show part of the results of everybody’s efforts. People who 
helped and participated ‘owned’ the place and what was happening in it since the first 
day. There were women (some with their children) who went there almost every day to 
make products using the materials we had displayed.

We are very happy that we could reach our objectives (see: ‘’Goals of the exhibition’’) 
and more important that we can reach people with our message. We have received 
many proposals designers and design students, there’s a big interest from schools, 
public organizations and also from the participants of the workshops to continue with 
the project in Oud-West as well as in other areas of the cities of the country.

Selected comments from visitors to the exhibition:

“ Well done! Great location. Already one of your fans. Loved the workshop. Keep up with the good work 
and your great ideas”
Patricia Salle (visitor and former workshop participant, form the Borgerbuurt)

“Wat een toeval & wat een goed initiatief”
Valerie Sandmann (visitor)

‘’What a great and absolutely inspiring exhibition”
Trudy Drenth (visitor)

‘Wat een mooie sfeer hier…het lijkt op Berlijn trendy plekken!!’
Carmen & Emile (visitors inside design)
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From this one-year journey and from our constant observation into society, we con
clude that:

· It is extremely important that localities offer a space where people can bring 
in their ‘garbage’ which will become ‘working material’ to make new products. This 
space will not only become a workshop but a place with the right atmosphere to open 
up for creativity and reflection for people. 

· To make a project like this become successful, it is necessary to satisfy peo-
ple’s need for continuity and habits. Changing habits will only come by offering the 
possibilities to do so in a proactive way, by offering people the possibility to take the 
lead and not just follow a certain amount of rules. 

· Having ‘De Hallen’ as the location for this exhibition was a big source of inspi-
ration for us and for the visitors. Its name was a big attraction for the audience. Old 
monumental buildings like this should be opened up for more public events without 
so much ‘fear’. We mention this because during the course of the preparations, during 
and after the exhibition, there was a ‘fear’ feeling from De ‘Hallen administration’. Al-
though we understand the causes, we think that the coordinators of spaces like these 
could be more flexible towards organizations and businesses, which bring positive 
proposals for the building and the neighborhood.   

During the course of this project we have experienced how our role as designers 
based in a ‘person to person’ communication can influence people’s choices in a 
positive way. We hope that we have been able to enrich de Stadsdeel Oud-West so-
cial, cultural and environmental atmosphere and that we will keep on collaborating in 
the near future to put our efforts together to make it sustainable.

Conclusions



Special Thanks to:

Stadsdeel Oud-West:
Wijkcoordinatoren Sarah van Mourik Broekman and Anita Schothans
Cultuur Fonds Oud-West (Alexandra John) and Cultuurscout/kunsteducatiescout Oud-West (Marcel Boontje)
Milieu/afval afdeling (Sylvia Meintser)
Yvonne Lammers (wet houder cultuur en milieu Oud-West)
John Muller van De Hallen

Sponsors:
Tetra Pak
NH Hotels
Cafe de Origen, 
Amsterdam DJ School

Team:
Roberto Uribe Castro (architect)
Marcela Mendoza (architect)
Jiska van Veen en Onno Sminia (design studenten TU Delft)

Institutions:
De Havelaar, buurcentrum (Kees Buizer)
Buurtkamer Costa & Co (o.a Anne Bulthuis)
Stichting Dock and the Buurtmuseum (Nico Kuyvenhoven)
De Winterkoninkje Montesori School (Joke Burger)
Servicepunt voor Ouderen Da Costa (Ruud van Dijk) 
De Klinker ouderencentrum 
Resaurant Finalmente Brazil
Berry Morre

Volunteers (people that had participated in former workshops)
Jarno Veenema
Sophie Shemesh
Louis Pierre Geerinckx
Manuel Alvarez Herrero
Guido Kisman
Renske van Veen
Tineke Janssen
Lizet van den Berg
Osvaldo Jalving (buurman de Hallen)

Volunteers from Stadsdeel Oud-West o.a:
Anne van Hattum 
Sarah van Mourik Broekman
Anita Schothans
Willem Ossenkoppele

And all Oud-West neighbors who helped us and participated in the research, workshops and exhibition.

Latin Sisters Design Productions, Oktober 2006.
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